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SBEI\fi RICH >IO.\I) 1*1 IIST.
Nobody denies that there is a lack

t f civic consciousness anil wide In-
ki st in municipal affairs In Rich¬
mond. Many people know nothing In
the world nbout .Richmond's munfcl-
pnl government, and ho euro very
little. The campaign of the . Young
Men's Registration Committee did
some rx client woi k In awakening
hundrds to a feeling of their partici¬
pation in public affairs. It would he
a good thing to seek other means of
rousing the people to feel that the city
is their city, and that what is good
in it should be a source of pride to
them

It seems to Tho Times-Dispatch
that a civic parade, such as have been
so successful elsewhere, might prove
both illuminating and stimulating to
tho average citizen. In Denver the j
annual parade of the departments Is
a big event. In New York recently
such a procession gave the people a

chance to demonstrate their gratitude
for the efficient service rendered by one

department. The New Y'ork World
points out that the crowds welcomed
Rig Rill Edwards, the man who dentin
the great city's streets, with enthu- I
sissm. Ills department had completed
a severe test In a spring clean-up sltn-
liar to the one just finished hero. The
spectators showed that they had warm
hearts for the men who keep the
streets clean. rejno\e the ashes and
garbage, and act as general house¬
keepers to millions. The white wings
are not very picturesque, so it is the
more commendable that they are ap¬
preciated by the average citizen. The jAVorld makes the pointed comment
that Police Commissioner Waldo
showed good sense In not marching
with his men in light of the recent'
scandals in that shaky department.

if the policemen, firemen, park
keepers, strict cleaners, inspectors,
health officials, and all the rest of our

municipal servants were to march
through the streets In gala uniform, It
nvoviV.V b<* a good thing for the esprit
ile corps of the men, and a lusijon for j
the people. Roth would learn things
that would help in tho future, Most
people here do not get a chance to
thank the Health Department l'or Its
magnificent light against disease, it
has won battles more glorious than
any of war by cutting tho death rate
from preventive disease. In an open
parade this fact would not be for-
gotten. The firemen, who risk life to'
save life and property, would not fall
of recognition, nor would an>' other
rli pnrtment whose service has been
effioient and helpful to the community.
Many of the departments hol<4

parades a-id Inspections separately.
Why not get* them all together and
let Richmond get acquainted with It¬
self some day? The object lesson

. would be InTaluable. We would see
where the money goes, and take a

greater Interest.. In electing those who
direct Its e.jipejulRul'e.

A PROGRAM COR AI.IIK I I/n"R VI,
I.KGISI,ATIOV.

Jvust month the Southern Planter
declared that it 's advisable that more
farmers and less lawyers bo sent to
the General Assembly of Virginia. that
morn able and progressive farmers are
needed in that body, and that candi¬
dates for membership In it should be
requested t" commit themselves be-
1or. clectto progressive agricul-
tural legislation. -Jar farm contempo-(
rary d« i lav that "hundreds of letters
of commendation'* have been received1
by it ;n response' to the stand it has
taken. Inasmuch as several candi¬
dates hav.- aslw d that "th«- most ur-
gentiy neeu.jd agricultural legislation"',
). ijr'in- I. :h> Planter publishes it.i

ra in.
\ bi-lte: a:..I m..l. specific law!
r.ing th" dutl' s of tin- Slate
arid Food Commissioner wlthl

. at t market milk.
"< Uti -Ic.'n of register-la! id titbs.

S. An adequate dog ].»«¦.
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The Torrens system ' registra¬
tion of land title- sor, 1> <i- d in'
Virginia, a*-, The T'nv-s-Dispati h has
I. :n pointing out f many year.". In
a modified, foi m, It has ah . ady 1. n

.stac>!i.wht(i ifi North Ca I. n a. It
method whereby >). Stat. .\-

minc.s for oni-<- arid f r ail ta.- ti11
to iatid. of which title th« Slat-
thereafter stands as guarantor. Tin
Planter declares that Virgin a is
1'ijfl a system, "not onlj (.! facil'tate
f.ale.j and loans, but ag Ihe greatest

..-.lil- b:t of advertising to the W.-st-
< rn investors, who are In eveivln.,-reas-

numbi rs awaking to an aj.precla*
t:o!i'of Virginia, and fioi.Uing this v\ay
'J'iioa tVef.tr* rn .nvustors should he
protect. .1 from fraud without having
to pay uu exorbitant fee for title ex-.

amlnatlon. The Torrong eyatom would
bo the basis also of a more liberal
farm loan policy by our banks. This
system, however, is noyer likely to- be-
come a Virginia law so long as law-
yor» largely predomlnuto In our l.e^ls-
lature; the present system affords
many of our lawyer friends, not
only a largo, steady, direct revenue
from examining titles, but probably
far greater indirect revenue for con¬
ducting sultfe arising through ques¬
tioned titles."
"An adequate dog law," in the Plant¬

er's . opinion, would be that which
would cause all dogs to bo muzzled
or confined at homo, and one under
which any man would be authorized
to shoot a dog not cohtlned or muzzled
without having to be answerable-to the
dog's owner for redress. The sheei>
industry should bo "one of the most
Important branches of agriculture" In
Virginia, and would bo if there were
sufficient removal of the "dog curse."
The enactment of a stallion law lu

demanded on the ground that hun¬
dred's of the animals are diseased or

Ill-formed; they should stand a rigor¬
ous examination for soundness and
fitness. *

"Our appropriation for the support
of Blaeksburg is pitifully Inadequate,
and out of keeping with the resources
of the Commonwealth. Our secondary
agricultural schools should he fat-
more liberally provided for. as should
also the several voluntary agricultural I
societies which, with the small funds
at their command, lire doing such excel¬
lent, work for agricultural betterment."
The Times-Dispatch believes in the
most liberal appropriations for agri¬
cultural Institutions conducted by the
State, but no appropriation should be
enlarged until It is assured That the
institution is being' conducted with the
greatest degree of efficiency, or Vas
outlined a future policy likely to at¬
tain such an end. If increased appro¬
priations mean Increased efllciency in
service to the people, then, and then
only, aro they Justifiable.
A civil service law for State em¬

ployes 1b needed, so that efficiency
rather than favoritism can bo made the
basis of their appointment. Tho ex-

perier.ee of the world is RUfliolent proof
of the desirability of such a system.
Merit should bo the standard for tho
selection of State employes.
"The abolition of the foe system for

county omenta should also be demanded
and a decent living salary substituted
therefor." The Times-Dispatch agrees
with that, plank, but would broaden
the operation of tho salary system so
that It would Include city as well as
county officers. Tho waste caused by
the fee system Js costly to the farmers
because it heavily increases their
tnxes.
The greatest enlargement of the wcljfare- nf cur farming population is not.

however, to l>o received from direct'
legislation other than that Intended
for general operation. Farmers are
just as much <i> bo benefited by cleaner
election laws and fairer tax laws as
any other element of our citizenship.
Croat good to the farmers Is to bo de-
rivod Indirectly from the State through
the agencies of its schools and eol- !
leges, but much more must bo wrought
by individual initiative and community
co-operation. The farmer^nn do much
more for himself than the friendliest
legislature can do for him. Mlg utili¬
zation of tl»e ideas advanced by the
forces of progressive farming, and his
co-operation with his neighbor in
movements for the common, good of
ills community, will vastly more im¬
prove and enrich his estate in life than
anything that the General Assembly
may seek to do in his ^p»M" tl interest

me SI MS KOll I1IG THINGS.
It looks like something is going to

bo done about Shockoe Creek. The
resolution offered in the Administra¬
tive Hoard by Mr. Beck will make con¬
crete the. needs of tho case. For years
potty -attempts nt curbing the combi' it
sewer and creek have been mnde. So
ineffectual are these haphazard piece¬
meal and intermittent attack; <>n a
big problem Hint already some <,i t'<.,
work done this way is falling to pieces
i ml will have to be replaced, it is
time .Kichinond drew up a plan f.»i- the;
whole drainage system of this v.iilev,
decided that the job has to be done
(Igiit. and secured the money I. >¦ a
ootid issue. It Is a big task and needs
Idg money. It will bo cheaper to do
this job on big lines than <»ii small
ones. By letting the work to one con¬
tractor in two or three sect ions wt
can secure the best firms in the coun¬
try to bid It will pay them to move
a lot of expensive machinery and ck
pert men here for a SaOrt.OOO contract
The work must bo done by experts
It is going to cost too much to em¬
ploy any other kind of.builderr.
Richmond cannot be a progressive

city with an open, unwalled sewer
flowing through the middle of things,
everybody knows this, and everybody
knows that this work must be done
sooner or later. Now is a good time
ti. betrin. if the money can be provided.
The finance Committee* of the Council
! i: been working on a scheme for
linanditg several large Improvements,
;."d w« trust that the plans and esti¬
mates of the city Engineer will prove
tin- necessary stimulus toward getting
'1 funds. It is said that tlu* market
'<¦! '.t> bonds is tit a low mark. The
cost <.f n.oriey s high. Vet we bellevo
i! the plains aie drawn and the whole
:<ie:i « "int-reiit-nsively presented to the
S eupb tt1eie will be found some way
of limn.* ui: :-!ie!i a manifest necessity.The* expense of s>ich work must bo
measured against tl.e expense of not
doing it plus the advantages from its
eompletiot, If the waters or this
sewoi>creek are allowed to rampage
over the flats, the city will be held fot
costly damages The health of the
community suffers to some (\tent from
the floods and subsequent mud flats
and puddles, fertile of mosquitoes, and
admirable dona for typhoid flies. A
certain amount of useful land will be
added to the city h area by the traight-I cnlng and walling of .Shockoe The

y might evon malio a profit on some
ts condemnations. All of these

n?a ",USt b0 ch®°*ea off agalnet
mo actual cost.
The Kngineer is to bo Klven extra

Help and equipment for malting sur-

^eys. maps and estimates. I,, the course

a iin»|0UV1W °f month8 wo *°va to have
ft ftnal plan for the whole undertaking,
ilie Idea Is to put tho sower between

the ru ,? 'thf U OUrvoU bottom, so that

.umo V,U wntcrs w,n '"«ko tho

later .

8 r n,,BinK- U »«ce«wury.
. loo can bo put across and tlio

ever
° a?B',rht,y torrent hidden f«»,-

w111* ho |iutur® noo,ls »"<l drainage
will bo allowed for. Once nnlshed
Richmond will i,A ?i,.f ,

bllllt
1 1,6 that much better

Plnd t0 hear th° bourd talking
ror b,s""""

" u,° t>.«lnnl,.r of tlio -,,,1 of II,.

do .Til Shook°'>- "Iclimon.l noeiln

<;<« iik. ti,i.
'I I. a roal dty.

***** *"* .,<¦
OPINION MIST DECIDK,

.I'"\ TPl* Ohio, have
iu" 1.ol«r.a by . vol,, or II,ro.- i.

'ormolatlon .

..01 fit,K » laracr
local sclf-Kovernmonl Tluu

« °». ..tn(t
o iefereiidtiin, but ,f Wo KO

t e record we find that more than

,n thoOUf7°.f r,y f°Ur «ual,n'd voters
° % f<>,t So little concern over

vote nSt GnUt 8lake tl,at th*y <,1(' «.»

no led r
mr"y 10'000w

-00 000 A"" I' POpU,nt,°» "ore than
-00.000. despite .the fact that the new,.
WPcr. of th0 city long aml .
urged upon the electorate the import'-
at th n° dCC,3,0n t0 b0
.it tho ballot box.
Nor did the mattor put squarelv up

to the voters by -this referendum J&-
;. auch P0Pulnr Indifference The
ormulatlon of a city charter Is the
highest legislative act of which the
people of a municipality are capable.

10 e ty charter Is tlio ttipremo local
law of the city, which no ordinance of
ouncil can contraveno. It is tho fun¬

damental and organic law of the city.
Hie charier i« to the city what tho
Constitution is to the State. Tt out¬
lines the future policies of tho eltv and
largely ehapes for a considerable
period tlie welfare of |ts citizens. The
adoption of a new charter may in¬
volve radical changes in the conditions
under which the people of a city live
and work.

Vet a minority of about one voter
In six has ordered the drafting of .,

now charter for the capital city of
Ohio. 1 he chances are that the in¬
strument, when framfed. will be adopt¬
ed by a Ilk© minority.
A light vote is Interpreted by com¬

mon reufion as evidence of an unin¬
terested and Indifferent electorate Tf
the people do not vote, then the people
are not concerned over the Issue ,0 b-
determined at the polls. a popular
i "fert-iidum does not justify itself un¬
less it expresses a real interest, ami a
r*al interest must exist before It can
oo expressed if the i.,.... ne law governing
a . e erendum should require a reall'
significant vote In order to make the
result valid, the forces favoring the
popular approval of the issue to be!
referred would be forced bv the dan-'
Jter of failure to make a vigorous pre-I
11 in inary campaign for the develop¬
ment and crystallization of a sub.
stantial public sentiment.
The menace of the referendum lies

." it* easy manipulation by de,na-I
gogues, by special interests and bv
' sinister forces of invisible govern-'
"lent. Political machines. i. .m,v
.*os, would not And it (.mcult t'0
mold the referendum to their own

private ends. A referendum eleello
j,,st ns "asHy controlled ;tfi .lliy

other sort of election, if popula-
".rest is: not at white heat at the hour
of balloting.
The result of a referendum pa-'

tieipated IP by a small percent:,** n,
MlP qualified vote is artlnclal Wh\
..pinion; the result of n referendum
" which a largo percentage of ,i.
qualified vote participates !« gemii-,0:
'."bile opinion. yn referendum ou. 'ht
«ver to b0 ordered . unless those who'

«o take part in It hove had th,,..
<" inform themselves thoroughly The
'. forendum ahould require of the

an intelligent decision and not
a mere horseback opinion.

Is the referendum .upon annexation
"nt.mplated by the City Democratic
"mmittee necessary, expedient or

w-^;? l>o the people really desi,t.
!l1" '«sue to be referred to them? What

.yH".ce is there to prove that tl, v
« 'strust their regular b gislativo aKent-

the city Council to such an oxte.,
'hat the latter cannot he allowed to
dispose of the question?

Speaking of Hell Day, hc,e is n n,.w

that might spread with hen.-iiciul
r. «ul.« the s-t. T.ouls City Hn^.i-
a'

,
h"V Weftr hHls "" «U 'he p,daon
les, so tiiat even in tho dark .,

n,,r;° or 1>a,lr"' may be warned
"gainst taking fatal mixtures bv

rh,K rc»«Hed from the Indict-
»'«"t of an attendant for h*

'he death of a patient who had

r,,;ir;'" "arl,onr .',cUi n^«.«>iv.

; of »»ell« thioug,, , llos.
w"'«l«l be a bit annoying. ,,ut

a. pi even live the hl-a hlw merit, \,..
«'V'-n «he dullest and mo8, though.,'..,
of Persons could very well f,;, |
note tl sound of a bell on a medi¬
cine bottle.. Tho iftbo, eoul(1 (i()t h(
misread, and picking Up the

,'h° dark .becomes an hnposs-.'
bility. This . a wlJM, precai|tlon ln
hospital, .and would l.e .evu.
effective in the home wiierc poison

rarely. ,T E llt^^ iT
¦ended to drug stores. fl(> that ,|1(. pIv.
ac.lpt on clerks would be warned *v,.r,
time they touch, d a posaiide poison, and
other clerks might call attention
the same. Pells on bottles U t ,i
slogan.

a

On the Spur of the
Moment

By Roy K. Moulton
Ice Cream Soclul nt lllekeyvllle.Ice cream social t' other night was o

notable success:
Given by tlio Ladies' AH!; most a lum-

drod there, 1 guess^Hold it on the pastor's lawn,' which
was decorated bright,Chinese lanterns hangln' round, anil
it was a gala night.Ezra I'urdy worked all day turnln* oi
the freezer crank.

Till lie wan so lame that he couldn't
give another yank.Ainoa Bibbins dlshod it up. It Wat
very plain to soe

When u friend of his eaino 'round he
showed some partiality.

Every one who cnnie along bought the
minister a dish:

Till the good man was as cold as an
Aj'etio ocean fish.

Spooner's corner in the shnde drew a
line nnd dandy crowd;Only place where kiseiu' games for
the young folks were allowed.Only three or four fist lights over galsdisturbed the peace;Otherwise the social ran right along
as smooth ns grease.All tlio profits was to go to the heathen
out In Swat;

\\ niters nto so much ice cream, one
plunk's all the heathen got.

Oil Iggern.
News items from the tall grass In -

form us that the annual war againstehlggers is on in earnest in all ruraldistricts. The chiggor is not any partoi an automobile, as the. name implies.but la n small animal or bug. as the
ease may be, which has sharp teethland an appetite like a colored minister.jCblggers cut quite a llgguer at Sundayschool picnics.. The young man and
his host girl sit down on the grsas un-
dor a troo to consume the pork and
beans, and dcvoiled eggs, when the
ehigger comes along, fastens himself
to sonio upholstered portion of the
young man's anatomy somewhere be¬
tween the ankle and the collar bone
and proceeds to chlg. The young man
mutters something that doesn't sound
well at a Sunday school picnic, and
grabbing himself firmly by the affected
territory, starts for the woods with a
cry of anguish, there to hunt out a
tree which has rough bark and to rubhimself up and down thereon until the!ehigger Is reduced to such a state of
mental and physical demoralization
that he Is unable longer to chic Onechiggor can chig over every squareInch.of a man's frame in less time thanit takes the Standard Oil Company to
declare a dividend, and this has beenestimated at one second and a half.Eastern standard time. Onre the chic-
per is caught it is an easy matter tokill him. One goorl way is to hit himin the head with an axe. but a morehumane way is to tickle him under t! ..

chin until lie opens bis mouth. Thenfill his mouth with snuff and let him
sneeze himself to death. The ehiggeris three sizes smaller than a spinalmeningitis microbe and comes in differ¬ent shades, all the way from chocolate.!fudge to a patent leather polish.

Sign* of the Times.
Most lawyers go in for the cubiststyle of handwriting. Nobody can un¬derstand It.
An opera without words has Justbeen successfully produced in Paris.There are already many operas with¬

out music.
King Manuel, who thinks of resum¬ing his tiuone, should remember JimJeffries.
Secretary Hedtlehl believes In themerit system, in other wards, he isnot much of a politician.
Secretary MoAdoo will see no ofilee-seekers after 1 P. M.. and doubtless he

never could see some of them.
Quick, Watson, the hypo. A Louis¬iana paper suggests that it is time tobegin saving up for Christmas.
Xlr. Dabney will lie the new weatherchief. \\ ell. the public lias never <>f-femied Mr. Dabney in any way. andbe should have no cause to trv and

get even.
rranee is all ready to fight Germany.Experience evidently does not teachPrance anything worth remembering.Sixty-one bombs have been thrownin New York since January 1st, norcounting the one thrown Into theTammany camp by Governor Bill Sal¬

s'' or.
The ultimate consumer now lias ashort session of victory. Dandelion

greens are ripe in the back yard.A St. 1-ouis butcher has made a sau-
s:.ge fifty feet long, it would be in¬terest ing to know if lie can do it andmake both ends meat.

Voice of the People
Thiii-Skinned I'ollrsc Farmer*.

1" the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir.- -Allow me the space to refer insomewhat a rambling kind of mannerto an article in your paper of Mav n.wiilton by J. H. Weenis. I'll. D., Entitled"Farming the Farmer."
¦V <\\ lie says your editorial, entitled"I ;> to K;?gleston," makes some exooi-.< t suggestions as to the work beforethe president-elect of the V. p. I which4 entirely correct. It is true also thatti e tarm boy educated at college itocsnot return to the farm (lie Is not taughtthat way). Neither do nil the agri-cultural graduates prefer farming" toother lines of work. He saws this isbecause the agricultural graduate'sneighbors do not sympathize with him

F-L I E S !
Horse manure is the principal

hutching place for tile*.
It run lie made sterile -«-«11li eoal

oil, cnrltollc neid, copperas water or
dry loam Uy mixing thoroughly.
Horsemen, mtablemen, owners of

liorxe* nmi Miinilary inspectors, pay
attention! < m this out.

I.et ISHfl lie ii Kyle*.* rciir-

Abe Martin

.| wish we: couud wear.
our stffaw hats IN may

"gosh,it's hot!
I wish The First
of june WOULD
HURRY along, sowe could wear
our straw hats'

%'THEY oucht to re8eu
A'AINST. some of these-
silly fashions''

- women ARE awful
SJlAVHS of fashion! '

THEY meekly FOL-
1 low. the style,
whether its com-

J portable, 0ecom-
\ inc i or adapted'X-TO ouft cumftte .

,customs."/illlAplllwmit

SLAVES/ OF FASHION AND SLAVES OF CUSTOM.
By John T. McCuteheon.,

Critics of feminine fashions.

Same critics any hot day before the first of June.

[Copyright} 1918: By joiia T. mccutcbeoa.1

In his efforts. But this Ik not the ftuiit
of the small farmers, because it does
not take sympathy to improve land or
to introduce Improved Jive stork. I.utrather It takes this same agriculturaleducation, coupled with cut. deter¬mination and desire, along with suill-cient financial moans, to ilo thisethings.

if the college graduate is the posses-sor.. y,e!ie qualifications he will »tav
Wi fiU'in. I f a lar*e number rath* rraise i am, then he shows them thatit is- more profitabb* to raise corn If
'"any prefer a drink from a whiskovbottle to at tending a meeting for farmimprovement, lie need not drink'with*them. If a large number know vervlittle and jjlory In tlie fact that thev
,
" want to know more, lt'« up tohl'n (.the educated farmer) to teachthem better, both l»y precept and ex¬ample \nd the good example in bvfar tlie best method by which to teach

i"11*1- . A'"1 ,fus in tlieir midstworked out bif'-re thelj- eves in wottbmore than all the preaching of all theIn. 1 >. s, |,L, I». s and all the othei lisin existence.
If thu farm community must b<» im¬proved to attract the trained and edu¬cated mon to rh«. farm, thev might as

i TJ" 1' l'»ltig for (fiber lines ofwork. If Iniprovemeiit is ever to comeit must necessarily come from trainedand educated men. and not from thoseI'-i.i 0m ."'r,'rh' fis being satlsftedvith conditions as they exist. And ift.: s agricultural education does nott.tlv prepare and qualify one to workout these problems under conditionsas tney are. Iioiv does any one hope tos- .. conditions made hotter? Now. as tothe town merchant who is also a dlrec-
?1 11 1>ankf and deacon iu theciiurcji gouging the suiall farmer: Iguess lie nets gouged as oaten bv .the

.V.'J.'V"' ,A'V h<" is not lo direct tlie.it.aiis of the bank, he should not bee.i lied u director. If he Is deacon oftlie church and does take up the col-
.'r ; .'lo«s not. I?*1 u >>urdonsomeor p! ofltnhle financially. either, for, if' ,s .' community such as the sam-J , K.'.v*'"; !f Is very probable he had
too

e church and pay tlie pastor,

. Jeal'y does takehi,f.'. f
'Itlek skull and a very thick! . stand conditions as thev are.but the trouhi»* with tlie thin-skull fel-low is that his hide is not usuallv thick!-noiiuh fo, )>ini to «et in tlie game andst.ij long enough to better conditions

to properly conduct tlie affairs oft he a\ erago smalt farm requires aKnow ledge (lI how to do more different
n>.fcii ..Vl° tho average thin skull '

<i I ,¦ superintend any particularKind ot work requires an intimate
m!iJ i!** *i 'I1 1,10 work '» hand, andtins knowledge can only come to himwno has ;i( tuall'. engaged in the doing
v ... r.u"l ; 'limsself to some extent,
c.... V'i t)Ui carrying out of your
V !,"*. " becomes absolutely nec-< ss.i i \, from one cause or another, to
i-neag" in soniii part of tlie work one's1

where the thick skin-
pujn*>se. Xo business:

', Pi'osjier iinle.su there ir* some mar¬gin between the cost of production andthe Minim price This Is one of tho
T. i i ^/''"'ning. There are too

tiV,1,.' i l.,',"-skun' thin-skin graduates¦iint join tm great horde of suckers't.na come in between tlie producer and
consumer and drowij all tiic profits.
<>

,w- " UP to Virginia some, and
... . "Jj l<>. '"-KKleston some, but it Isup to the larmor Ktiil more, and it is
"»» '.o the educated men to wake up

/r" »
al wait for Virginia to

waive them up and ti> make their ownvalii" appreciated if they are of any,\altie to tin- agricultural interests of
i--V1''*. 'hem gut out and meet!conditions as the\ are. Work out youragricultural tiieories and make a profit.Katse you a small family of manly hoysami womanly girls. /Educate tliem to

Jove the farm and its surroundings.Having done this, you will have built
a monuinent to the cause of agricul-ture in old Virginia. A small body ot
nn'ii that con I il dri tljis would work
wonders agriculturally, socially, spirlt-[lally educationally, financially and po- (liticali.v. And Virginia would Indeed
wake up and agriculture would come
into hot own. She (agriculture) would,
nia.te our laws, build our churches and
'*111* schools, direct our banks, make our
inerciiants prosperous; It would double-
track our railroads and make our co:m-
try roads as smooth as streets. We
would raise-corn instead of Cain. Our!
lieanuts would not be pops, but our
mon would bo papas and our women
would lie mamas. There would be no
ivaste lands or abandoned farms within
.>ur borders. Then tlie farmer would1
>e doing his farming ami there would
i>e no 'farming tho farmer." Wo can¬
not make conditions very attractive
l>y ourselves for tho young agrlcul-jural graduate, for we do not know
liow, but if they cannot come out in
aur inidi?t and accomplish some of these
things under conditions ns they exist,
tbey rnlgnt n» well, In other words,
l»ut up or siiut tip. But if there are
"ome that can tnako good, hiay tlieir i
?et d multli»ly and replenish the earth.

A. P. MATTHEWS.
>V averly, Va.

«

^cl'opp In for Annexation.
ro the Kditor of Tho Times-Dispatch:.sir,.-i see from Tlie Times-Dispatchinat tho anti-aiiuexutionists of Forest

<

Hill have my name to a petition ns
against annexation. They have no
authority to use my name, as I never
signed any such petition, i am in favorof annexation In tho most liberal form,and I believe every one else who hasstudied the question is.

JOHN K. SCHOl'l*.Forest Hill.

Itclort lo S)ii\<1r-firoivn Kiilkn.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir.- While the future managementof tlie V. I". I tuny he "up to Mi. Kg-Klcston." there Ih it lot of thin*;? leftl»y him to us, or at least given withhis ronsunt or approval, viz., the course
of study In the hiKh schools in the
.State. We farmers do not know how
to make this high school course tit
up with farm life. In these nice and
attractive-looking Iniitiiiiigs our chit*
ilron an to scan I.atin verse. and out
of school they are to scan corn rows
lii-hind a mule. The honking Pray of
the mule does not accord with the]pleasing melody of I.ruin poetry. Their
knowledge of algebra, geometry, etc.,
does not help to grow more crop to the
acre. < >t rourec, nobody makes us
send to these schools, but often they
are the only kind we can send to.
Those of vis near enough to send to the
two-room schools are pleased with
them, but urn indignant when children
of parents in very moderate circum¬
stances; too far from any school, grow
up not knowing how to read or write,
thus laying more foundation of race Jmixture and (Sod knows what.
Far be it from mv purpose to decryItiEher education or tho foundation for

It when properly placed, but this tiling
of having three or four hundred
schools in the State teaching our chil-
dren about one-half of what was
taught In the small collego n few
years ago is what we do not under¬
stand. unless our children are all to
become lawyers, doctors, preachers or
teacher;; or some other variety of
shade-grown folk. It must be home
iu mind that wo farmers arc already
nearly smothered with advice and lost
in a maze of guide posts. Things are
being told us we never dreamed were
true. We considered tho Department
of Agriculture iu Washington and tho
State Agricultural College capable of
telling us all the good for us to know,
until the demonstrators and the dairy
doctors got abroad in the land. We
here have always thought we must sell
largely our work, since there is not
much natural fertility to sell, and we
gCo\v crops that enrich the soil as
far as we possibly can, but the dem-
onstrator preaches mostly corn. And
since these dairy doctors got to going
around we think we ought to go a
mile from the house to sneeze, lejt we
scatter disease or some dread infec¬
tion. and are afraid to turn over a:
rock lest we liberate myriads of death-
dealing germs.
Wo did not know there were so

many dry cogs in the Democratic ma¬
chine. Jt is admitted we Americans
are not real farmers. but robbers,
pirates of natural resources. Gloating
with easily gotten gain, we watched
farm after farin sink into depths of
poverty, till there are no inort farms
to sink. And now because rations
are short and somebody must renllv
farm, those who feel It first, the shade-
grown part, of the population, are rais-
lug a great deal of racket, and we
one-time hayseeds, clod-knockers and
nobodies in general are pushed in the
limelight overnight, ay it were. It is
surprising lo know what little we hay¬
seeds really need: For bettor and
more crops, cheap litne and good roads;
for our children a system of schools
not exploited by politicians or setni-
politiclans, the outlines of which
schools may be defined in case of all
kinds of schools needed by a body of
men who will try to make education
;is free as it can be made, not this
very expensive and somewhat exclu¬
sive thing being given to us now and

j coiled education.
farmers fully appreciate tho

kincily interest taken In us and oursand lire grateful for ;,ll that Is goodfor us. but ;jt the same time we cannot
liijt think that some one oiiKitt to trot
out that battered old quotation. "Tlmeo
Dana03." etc. We would glndlv k!v*>one-half of the rural free delivery for
its worth In roads. Those so busy" t<dl-
lug us what to iio da re not stav out
here to slop through mud and bump
over pine poleH at the rate of two
miles per hour or try to make crops
«ro\v on Hover-sick land. Mack to
smooth pavement they no. and think
li s better to be a dead dog in town
than :i ureal kiiiK in the country.

CHAS. WOMACK.
Knrmvllle, Va.

IteprfscnInt 1%o < nrlln Takes to the
Timber*.

[To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
^ir..The national government in

very much interested in that part of
the Old Dominion adjacent to the na¬
tional capital, known as Alexandria
County. The great military cemeteryof Arlington, with its thousands of
dead heroes of many wars and prospec¬
tive resting places of many others
\\ ho have not >et passed away. Is hero
located, together with tho growing
military post of Fort Myer. where
many lar«e appropriations have been
placed. This territory contains inhab¬
itants w ho have petitioned tho na¬
tional authorities to again place them
in the District, not that they are dis¬
satisfied with the fostering care the
present State government is giving
them, but they desire to expand, so
that they will become national in
scope and have at their baek the tin-
limited national resources that C011-
gress and the United States Treasury
carry. Of course this territory is part
of the Eighth Virginia District, repre¬
sented by that able and courteous gen¬
tleman. Charles Crelgliton t'arlln, who
lias been known to get up In the mid¬
dle of the night to help constituents,
and his good nature has so increased
the stripg of ofllce-hunters on Ills
trail that he had to locate his office in
the "mfters" of the House Office Build¬
ing in order to attend to his olllcial
business without so much Interrup¬
tion. It has been said that he has
more callers than President Woodrow
Wilson. ;

So. you see, it isn't good to be too
popular, unless you own a flying ma¬
chine and know how to operate it.
However. I suppose it would relievo
Mr. Carlin considerably if the per¬
sistent Jol>-hunters could Vie subtracted
without multiplying his chances of
running behind the necessary number
of vote3 to return him to his "deskless
seat" In Congress, llo represents 150,-
79H people, according to the 1010 cen¬
sus. and about 35,000 of them would
not refuse to be put on the govern¬
ment pay-rolls, so you will applaud
his diplomatic move of locating his
cdllce in the "rafters" of the office
building, with a narrow "trap-door"
leading to it. The "merit system," oC
course, helps a little.

11ARUY M'CONVEY.
Washington, D. C.
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The principle which underlies the whole policy of

the

National State and City Bank
which you intrust to its care is entirely safe, is
and which enables it to assure you that all your moneyCONSERVATISM.

Even though" you have only a small amount to deposit,
open an account with this bank, either subject to check or at
interest.
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